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The Drowning Pigs 
“The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.”  

-Mark 5:13 
 

 How mighty is Satan? What can Satan all do? We know that in the Garden of Eden Satan was able to convince 

Adam and Eve to sin. We know that God allowed Satan to destroy the life of Job, taking away his house, his family, 

his possessions, and his health. We also read in Exodus that the evil magicians were able to make a snake and they 

turned the waters of the Nile River red. But how much power does he really have? Our account today will answer that 

question. 

 As Jesus traveled from town to town, he met some very interesting people. On one certain day, Jesus sailed to 

the other side of the Sea of Galilee, the land of the Gadarenes. As he stepped out of the boat a troubled man ran up to 

Jesus. This man had demons living inside him and they caused him to do many horrible things. The Bible says he lived 

in the tombs, and no one could tie him up anymore, not even with chains. He had often had his hands and feet chained, 

but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to hold him. Night and day among 

the tombs and in the hills, he would cry out and cut himself with stones. How sad was this poor man’s life. He had Satan 

living right inside his own body. 

  When the man noticed Jesus, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him. He shouted at the top of his voice, 

“What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of God? In God’s name don’t torture me!” Jesus asked the man his name. “My 

name is Legion,” he replied, “for we are many.” Then Jesus commanded the evil spirits to leave the man.  
A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. The man begged Jesus, “Send us into the pigs; allow us 

to go into them.” Jesus gave them permission, and the impure spirits came out and went into the pigs. The herd of about 

two thousand pigs rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned. 

 As Jesus was getting into the boat to leave, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him. But 

Jesus did not let him. Jesus said to the man, “Go home to your own people and tell them how much the Lord has done 

for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” So the man went away and began to tell everyone he saw that Jesus had 

healed him. And all the people were amazed at this remarkable miracle. 

 Who was more powerful, Jesus or Satan? We know that Satan is very evil and wants to have us on his side. He 

can get into our hearts and cause us to do terrible things. He has ruined many lives and brought many people to be with 

him in hell. But we should always remember that as powerful as Satan is, God is far more powerful. First John 4:4 says, 

“The one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.” John was telling us that no matter how powerful 

Satan seems, God is far more powerful and he alone can help us resist the temptations of the devil. What a marvelous 

and caring God we have! 

 

In Christ, Mike Allard, Principal @ St. John’s 

  

March 17, 2022 

The  

Buzz 
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Basketball Wrap-Up:  Now that the 

basketball season has officially ended, we would 
like to take this opportunity to thank all the 
parents for their support, all our drivers, all who 
worked in the concession stand, and all our fans. 
We would also like to thank our referees, Mr. 
Brandon Leiterman and Pastor Nathan Wilke, 
for all their hard work. A very special thank you 
goes out to our coaches, Mr. Allard, Eric 
Backaus, and Doug Zank, for their time spent 

teaching our children to not only play basketball but also to display their 
Christianity on the court. We look forward to next year! 
 

Upcoming School Schedule:   
Next Friday, March 25, the public school has off. We will have school as 
normal, and buses will be running our alternate routes. 
 
April 14-15:  There will be no public school these two days. On Thursday, 
April 14, we will have school as normal, with alternate bus routes. On 
Good Friday, April 15, we will have alternate busing in the morning. All 
children in grades K-8 will be singing for our worship service at 1:00 that 
afternoon. Following the service (2:00), children will be dismissed. There 
will be no buses at that time; please make plans to transport your 
children home. 
 
Spring Break:  There is NO SCHOOL Monday, April 18 through Friday, 
April 22, as we enjoy our spring break. 

THE ELC WILL BE CLOSED on Monday, April 18th, but will be open the 

rest of that week for childcare. 
 

Soup, Pie, Ice Cream Supper (FSJ):  You are all invited to 

supper next Wednesday, March 23rd, starting at 6:00 in the school gym. 
Our Friends of St. John’s group (parent-teacher organization) will be 
providing the meal, and the menu will include beef vegetable soup, 
crack chicken chili, bacon cheeseburger soup, and delicious homemade 
pies. 
Parents, we could still use more helpers for serving and cleanup next 
Wednesday. If you would be able to help out, please contact the office. 
Thank you! 
Pies and other items can be brought any time during the day before 5:30. 
If you are making soup, that can be brought between 5:00 and 5:30 and 
plugged in to keep warm. (Check with Mrs. Gaddis where to plug in.) 
 

Upcoming 
Events 

Sun, Mar 20 
Worship 9:00 am 
 
Sunday School 10:15 am 
 
Bible Class 10:15 am 
 

Wed, Mar 23 
Chapel  8:15 am 
 
FSJ serves supper 
   6:00 pm 
 
Lenten Worship 7:00 pm 
 

Fri, Mar 25 
No Public School-Alternate 
Bus Routes 
 
3rd Quarter Ends 
 
Youth Group Lock-In 
 

Sun, Mar 27 
Worship 9:00 am 
 
Sunday School 10:15 am 
 
Mission Presentation 
   10:15 
 
Lunch  11:15 
 

Wed, Mar 30 
Chapel  8:15 am 
 
LIGHTS serve supper 
   6:00 pm 
 
Lenten Worship 7:00 pm 
Gr. K-8 sing 
 

Sun, Apr 3 
Worship 9:00 am 
 
Sunday School 10:15 am 
 
Bible Class 
   10:15 
 

Mon, Apr 4 
Gr. K-3 Rainbow Fish 
Musical, Osseo 
 

Wed, Apr 6 
Chapel  8:15 am 
 
Pioneers serve supper 
   6:00 pm 
 
Lenten Worship 7:00 pm 
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Lenten Worship 3/23:  You are all invited 

to our Wednesday evening Lenten worship 
service, which begins at 7:00. 
 

Open Gym-Volleyball:  There is a 4-H 

group having volleyball practices in our gym on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays (3/17, 3/22, 3/24, 
3/29, 3/31) from 6:00-8:00. Because we will 
have the volleyball net up, Mrs. Shadrick is 
wondering if any girls would be interested in 
staying for open gym volleyball from 3:30-4:30 
on those dates. If your daughter is interested, 
please contact Mrs. Shadrick at 715-897-0903. 
 

End of 3rd Quarter:  The third quarter 

ends next Friday, March 25. Report cards will 
be sent home the following week. We will also 
be sending home registration forms for next 
year along with the report cards. 
 

Youth Group Lock-In:  Teens in 8th-12th 

grades are encouraged to join us for a night of 
fun, fellowship, and faith next Friday, March 
25th at 6:30 in St. John’s School gym. Supper will 
be provided. Bible study and fun activities are 
planned to last until 7:00 Saturday morning. 
Bring a snack to share and prepare for a great 
night with fellow Christian teens on March 25th! 
Too young/old for that age group but still want 
to come? Interested but don’t want to spend 
the night? Contact Linda Biebert at 715-819-
0455 and we can work out the details. 
 

Bible Fair:  We will be holding a Bible Fair for 

all students in grades K-8 on Friday, April 29th. 
More information was sent home with the 
students. Parents, if you have any questions 
regarding the Bible Fair, please talk to your 
child’s teacher. 
 

School Band Online Voting Contest:  

Heid’s Music from Stevens Point does a “Big 10 

Contest” each year that awards prizes to school 
music programs. We are participating this year 
to benefit our school’s new music/band 
program. You can vote once a day to support 
our school. This contest goes through the 
month of March. 
To vote, you will need to go to the link below. 
https://www.heidmusic.com/big10plus/ 
Then you will scroll down the page to the 
section “Vote Here”. You will then enter your 
email address and first and last name. Voters 
may vote on one photo every 24 hours, but can 
vote an unlimited number of times during the 
contest. 
 

Bue House Fire:  Probably most of you are 

aware that Jacob & Sandy Bue’s house was lost 
in a fire on March 2nd. If anyone would like to 
help them out with donations, we have a list of 
items they could use: 
Girls’ clothes (tops-youth large; bottoms 12/14 
Boy’s clothes (top-large; bottoms 34x30) 
Women’s clothes (top-2X; bottoms 20-22) 
Men’s clothes (top-large; bottoms 32x34) 
Girl’s hockey equipment; Men’s work boots 
size 8 ½; blankets, sheets, towels, rugs, 
cleaning supplies; pet items-diamond dog 
food/any cat food without red dye), 20-50 
gallon fish tank, pet beds/toys/feeder; kitchen 
items (pans, dishes, silverware, etc); food; 
totes to store items. They will need all other 
furniture but they don’t have housing figured 
out yet and they don’t have a place to store it 
yet. 
If you would like to give a cash donation, you 
can drop that off in the school office. Checks 
should be made out to St. John’s. We will 
collect the money and then give the Bues a 
check for the total. Please also remember to 
keep the family in your prayers! 
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Call Received:  “Dear Members of St. 

John’s Lutheran Church, 
 
On Saturday, March 12, I received a Divine Call 
from Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, 
in Westminster, CO to serve as Principal and 6-
8 grade teacher. Megan also received a full-
time call to serve as the Preschool Director and 
teacher at Shepherd of the Valley. It is a 
wonderful blessing for us to serve the Lord here 
at St. John’s as principal, athletic director, ELC 
director and as teachers. We have seen the 
good Lord bless our church and school in so 
many ways and trust in His promises to 
continue to bless the ministry here. 
 
It is also humbling to once again be called by 
another congregation and see if our God-given 
talents and abilities will benefit them.  As 
Megan and I work with all of you to tell the 
children in our congregation and our 
community the saving truths found in the 
message of our Savior we ask that you keep us 
and our family in your prayers and offer your 
input as we deliberate the two calls we now 
hold, to serve here at St. John’s in Neillsville 
and the calls to serve at Shepherd of the Valley. 
 
The following passage provides us with much 
confidence and serves as a good reminder for 
our congregation to keep in mind as well during 
this deliberation process. 
 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 
the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then 
you will call upon me and pray to me, and I will 
listen to you.”  -Jeremiah 29:11-12 
 
Serving you in Christ,”  Mike and Megan Allard 
 

Summer School:  Summer school 

informational packets, including registration 
forms, are available on the counter by the 
school office. Please feel free to pick one up, or 
let us know if you’d like one sent home with 
your child. 
 

Gloves Found:  A pair of thick oatmeal-

colored gloves with brown accent on the 
thumb and palm were left at school the 
Saturday before the pancake breakfast. The 
gloves have no fingertips but have a mitten-
type covering that can go over the exposed 
fingers. If this sounds like a pair of gloves you 
are missing, they can be picked up in the school 
office. 

 

 
Michael Cortez 

The Student of the Week is Michael Cortez. 
Michael is in Kindergarten. He is polite and 
respectful, a hard worker, gets his work done 
on time, and sets a good example in the 
classroom. 

 
Congratulations Michael! 
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